GOD'S MISSION

What Is God doing
and how can we join In?




GOD'S MISSION

1. What is God doing?
| “waiting for the kingfisher”

| embracing the context

I reading the signs

| discerning the story

| scripture, tradition, reason & experience
...and Christ




GOD'S MISSION

2. How can we join In?

I How can we make our story part of God’s story?

I Hallmarks of God’s story?

relationship, creation, incarnation, selfless giving,
forgiveness, reconciliation, wholeness,
transformation, hope, death & resurrection

(.e. the revelation of Christ)










THE BIGGER PICTURE

credit crunch

changes in agriculture
food

service provision
housing

migrant workers
poverty

community ‘vibrancy’




THE LOCAL STORY

sustaining an effective Christian presence
(Presence, Seeds in Holy Ground Country Wa))

ecumenism
resources
partnership
entrepreneurship

doing one or two things well




PARTNERS e.g.

ACRE

(Action with Communities in Rural England)
WwWWw.acre.ord.uk

| provide an information and advice service for those
who manage village halls and other rural community
buildings.

| also provide specific information on church buildings.




SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Eco-Congregation
WWW.ecocongregation.org




ALTRUISM

‘Devotion to the good of others
(opposed to egoism)’

‘The Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve...’
Mark 10:45




ALTRUISM

I Post Office

| Internet Café (with training)

| Farmers’ Market

I Community Shop

I Tourism

I Cinema

| Conference/Retreat Centre/Hospitality




...and more

“Tubestation’ - Polzeath

| Before and After School Clubs
Additional Classroom Space (Gym!)
Doctors/Dentists Surgeries

Police Stations

Debt counselling services/drop-in centre

Art Exhibitions
1.7

























TOURISM

‘In every tourist there Is a pilgrim
waiting to be recognized.’

Jim Cotter
| Llandecwyn

I Hollinsclough

| Hidden Britaln  www.hidden-britain.co.uk
















CINEMA

ERSKINE United Reformed Church
BELFORD, NORTHUMBRIA

| Silver Screen

I The Matrix










NOT BUILDINGS...

ALNE

Building closed in 2004. Members worship twice a month - once In
the Parish Church and once in the Cheshire Home. Two of the
residents have recently been made members of Alne Methodist
Church, so the church continues to grow.

This group of Christians has also begun an initiative known as the
ALF (Alne Local and Fair-trade) Markets - a forum for
raising issues about fair-trade and using local foods. Traidcraft
products as well as locally produced crafts and some foods are
sold at the market which is supported by the village and ru n by
a group of committed people with various church allegiances
and none.













RESOURCES

| Faith in Affordable Housingis a free web-based
resource, giving practical and technical
iInformation to assist churches in using church
land and property to provide affordable
housing. The guide presents nine case studies
from different denominations and from rural
and urban areas. www.flah.org.uk




CHURCH OF ENGLAND

I Advice and help through Church of England
Church Careor on 020 7898 1886.

| Pastoral (Amendment) Measure 2006

| Church and Faith Buildings: Realising the
Potential helps faith groups identify sources of
funding that could develop places of worship to
make them better able to deliver public service.




THE METHODIST CHURCH

I The Resourcing Mission Office provides the
local church with ideas, support and
encouragement for its mission, with particular
regard to church buildings.

I Work Is carried out Iin close association with the
Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
(TMCP) who provide legal help on all property
matters and who hold the legal title to
Methodist property.




UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

| One Church, One Hundred Usesaims to
support the mission of the URC by working with
local congregations to maximise the use of
their buildings. The aim Is to achieve high
qguality, imaginative, yet practical solutions for
the effective regeneration of churches for wider
community use, whilst retaining them as URC
properties where possible.
www.onechurchl100uses.org/cms




RESOURCES

| www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk

Publications & Resources...
Key Rural References...

Church Buildings (92)




RESOURCES

| Presence (Methodist Publishing House)
(and PresencePapers)

. Seeds in Holy Ground (Acora)

| Country Way magazine (The ARC)




... AND FINALLY...

I Millstones or Cornerstones?

| ‘Useful or beautiful’

| Do one or two things well




