
Arthur Rank Centre
2006 Review 

The Arthur Rank Centre

A collaborative unit supported by the National Churches, the
Royal Agricultural Society of England and the Rank Foundation

serving the rural community and its churches.

Celebrating 35 yearsof supporting Rural
Communities and Churches





ARC Annual Report| 3

From the Chair

For many reaching the age of 35 is a major milestone. You still have the energy
and vigour of youth but in addition to a measure of professional success you
begin to feel you have a degree of maturity.

In 2007 the Arthur Rank Centre will celebrate its 35th birthday  Its professional
success can be seen in the way that its work is so highly respected across the
churches and within the wider world of rural affairs. The maturity ± and wisdom
± it has achieved is clear by how staff are so frequently consulted by a wide range
of churches, organisations, agencies and government departments.

However, there is no sign that the Centre is flagging or losing its youthful energy or
vigour and the pages of this report demonstrate that clearly. The past year, once
again is a catalogue of new initiatives, developing partnerships and prominent roles.
Together it tells the story of a team of people that are as committed, enthusiastic
and able as they ever have been. The youthfulness remains!

For me, it is a privilege to be involved in the work of ARC. I look ahead to more
equally exciting (and energetic!) years.

John Stanley

From the Director

A short history of The ARC that was produced in 1997 to mark the 25th
anniversary of its opening concludes with a hope for the future that it
would ̀ continue to champion the rural cause and join hands with anyone
else who shares something of this vision.'

Ten years on there is a real sense in which that continues to be the
objective of everything that The ARC does. Looking back for example on
the past year there is much that illustrates the theme of partnership, from
the work of Hidden Britain Centres to the National Care Farming Initiative
through to the ongoing ecumenical emphasis of all that The ARC does
with and for the churches. The report from the National Rural Officers
illustrates how championing of the rural cause is right at the heart of all
our work. Initiatives such as Country Way,The ARC website and the rural
ministry courses resource, support and give voice to rural churches and
their communities.

As we celebrate the 35th anniversary there is a real sense of gratitude to God along with a deep sense of awe at
what he has achieved and continues to achieve through The ARC.

Gordon Gatward

Welcome

Charitable Objectives
· To be a focus and resource for the work of the

Christian churches in rural areas through the
sharing of good practice, the provision of training
and the encouragement of Christian ministry;

· To lead the Christian churches in their efforts to
improve the quality of life of those living and
working in rural communities;

· To develop greater understanding between urban
and rural communities, through the linking of
churches and other faith groups;

· To engage in research to support and develop the
work of the Charity;

· To provide a chaplaincy to the Royal Agricultural
Society of England 

ªAs we celebrate
the 35th

anniversary there
is a real sense of
gratitude to God

along with a
deep sense of

awe at what he
has achieved and

continues to
achieve through

The ARC.º
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2006 at a glance

At a glance

New website for ease of use and ready access
4 See page 5

Hidden Britain initiatives
4 See page 10

Farm Crisis Network copes with twice as many demands
4 See page 11

Eco-Congregation now big enough to leave The ARC nest
4 See page 12

New Contracts for Arthur Rank Training
4 See pce 13

The Arthur Rank Centre is greateful to the NFU Mutual Charitable Trust for
their generous sponsorship of this Review
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SHIFT± a Herefordshire pilot programme 
of the National Care Farming Initiative

"Care farming" which is being promoted in the UK by the
National Care Farming Initiative (www.ncfi.org.uk). is
defined as the use of farms and agricultural landscapes to
enhance social, physical and mental well-being. Operating
as a partnership between the Arthur Rank Centre,
Harper Adams University College, the Bulmer
Foundation, the University of Essex and the Federation of
City Farms, NCFI encourages mutual support and the
sharing of best practice amongst those engaged in Care
Farming whilst further promoting the wider acceptance
of the concept.

Following The ARC's involvement in founding NCFI, the
Rank Foundation investigated the feasibility of 
launching a pilot programme to build on experience
gained thus far and promote the care farm model among
leading charitable foundations.With the Bulmer
Foundation, the Rank Foundation has helped launch a
remarkable programme.

BODS, a Christian charity started in 1987 to inspire
young people to fulfil their spiritual, social, physical and
emotional potential, established an outdoor education
programme in Werndee Woods in Herefordshire.
Working with the disaffected and the isolated, it helped
increase self confidence and improve inter-personal skills
and the remarkable success of the programme provided
a sound foundation on which to build a care farm
project.

A local tenant farmer had already established a close
relationship with the BODS team and together they have
founded SHIFT (Social Healing through Integrative
Farming Therapies), a unique combination of woodland
camp, 200 acre farm and a well-established youth
programme. The aim is to create a sustainable, working
farm which will deliver a programme to inspire, educate,
rehabilitate and train a broad range of clients, including
those with a background of substance abuse and crime.

As a Community Interest Company, SHIFT operates a
viable business for charitable purposes, and is linked in to
the local Herefordshire healthcare, education and youth
services.With Rank funding, the farm buildings are being
adapted to provide a safe and secure base, and a small 5
acre mini-farm with cattle, pigs, sheep, along with a
permaculture style market garden is being established. In
time the whole farm will be integrated into the SHIFT
programme and converted to organic status, diversifying
to include a wide range of animal husbandry initiatives,
arable farming, market gardening, workshop and
mechanical learning opportunities.

Integrating a working farm with a youth programme
presents many challenges. It must have the right balance
to ensure the needs of both parties are met.As SHIFT
develops it will hopefully become a viable enterprise
delivering healing and rehabilitation, as well as skills training
and wider employability.The programme still requires
further funding, but the potential is virtually unlimited.

David Sanderson
Trustee,Arthur Rank Centre and Director of Grants,The

Rank Foundation

ªAs SHIFT
develops it will

hopefully become
a viable

enterprise
delivering healing

and
rehabilitation, as

well as skills
training and

wider
employabilityº

The New ARC Website

Our new ARC website was launched in 2006. Online,
things change rapidly , and it was clear that our previous
website was no longer ̀ fit for purpose'. The new
website fulfils our fundamental requirements:
· clear and uncluttered information
· easy-to-search and with self-evident menus
· carrying The ARC ̀ brand' throughout
· serving the full range of ARC work

As broadband access spreads in rural areas,
organisations like The ARC will increasingly use the

internet to provide information and resources to rural
people and communities.While face-to-face and
telephone contact   remain crucial, a top quality service
from The ARC website fills important gaps where these
are not available ¼ and saves the delays and costs of
the postal system.

If you haven't done so already, why not visit?
http://www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/

Simon Martin,Training Resources Officer
simonm@rase.org.uk



National Rural Officers

Ecumenical and collaborative are
just two terms that describe The
ARC's work. As National Rural
Officers we have been pleased
to play our part in developing
this approach in the past year.
Our creative partnership offers
a model of working together
which could be usefully
employed in other areas of
church mission. It is encouraging
and refreshing to see
ecumenical collaboration
producing more than the sum
of its parts.

A fundamental aspect of our
work is supporting and
resourcing the network of Rural
Officers that serves our
denominations' dioceses, districts
and synods.This diverse and
committed group is a joy to
work with and provides a
dynamic input into so many
rural communities. Many
attended the biennial National
Rural Conference in March and
during October there was a 24
hour gathering for Rural Officers
which examined the ethics of
supermarkets.

We continue to work alongside
church leaders and convened a
meeting of the Rural Bishops' Panel and the Methodist
District Chairs' Rural Group during the autumn. An
important and constructive debate on Rural Affairs
was held at the Church of England General Synod in
February. It called for recognition for the important
role of the church in rural communities and for
appropriate resourcing. The Chair of the Commission
for Rural Communities addressed a rural fringe
meeting at the Methodist Conference and a panel of
rural practitioners reflected on the implications of
rural issues for the whole of society. Graham
attended the URC General Assembly for the first time
and was introduced by the Moderator.

There has been some progress in registering the need
for rural input into the ministerial formation process
and we have continued to offer a wide range of
training opportunities.These have included workshops
for: ordinands; those ministering in multi-parish

benefices; churches considering
creative use of buildings and the
regular ARC rural ministry
courses. Other teaching, speaking
and preaching engagements have
been undertaken across the
country.

Research supported by Defra
and conducted in collaboration
with Coventry University was
launched in October 2006.Faith
in Rural Communities: Contributions
of Social Capital to Community
Vibrancy is an important work
highlighting the significant
contribution that people of faith
make to rural life.We are
presently working on a ̀ tool-kit'
to make the research accessible
to local congregations.

Working with Government and
other partners we continue to
address a range of important
issues including: use of church
buildings and their possible
hosting of post offices; migrant
workers; affordable housing;
poverty and rural stress.We
respond to consultation
documents and actively support
the Farming Help charities.
Graham is line manager to the
RSIN Helpline & Information

Service and Jill to the Life and Faith in Rural
Communities project. Jill is also Editor of Country Way.

We advocate an altruistic model of mission,
encouraging churches to engage with their
communities and, having identified some needs to
seek to meet those needs for the benefit of the whole
community.

Contact details:
jillh@rase.org.uk
grahamj@rase.org.uk

Dr Jill Hopkinson ± Church of England
Rev Graham Jones ± Methodist Church and United Reformed Church
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Faith in Rural Communities:Contributions
of Social Capital to Community Vibrancy

Partnership working has taken The ARC into academic
research with Coventry University.The research
project, focused on what people of faith (Christians)
are doing towards the creation and maintenance of
active, caring, welcoming and influential rural
communities, began in 2005 with the final report
launched at a participative workshop in October 2006.

The ecumenical study involved Methodist,Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Independent congregations.The
five places were selected for detailed study,, not as
models of perfection, but to give a range of population
size, economic and social conditions, remoteness and
denominational presence.

People who attend church regularly contribute
significantly to community vibrancy.This is most
importantly through their formal and informal roles in
village life and their engagement with community and
church-based activity.

ªI don't go to church, but for a significant part of the
community, it's the base of their lives: for me it's the
background to the village.These faith communities provide
a social cohesion to a village like this, which is not
necessarily reflected in the numbers involved.º

One surprise is how blurred the boundary is between
church and community, with few dividing lines between
people in church and the rest of the community. Here
is an example of the gospel being lived out rather than
just stated in words.The research showed that
churches need to get better at celebrating, supporting
and praying for the work that their congregation

members do ± either professionally or voluntarily,
formally or informally.

The presence of church buildings, the annual cycle of
prayer, thanksgiving and social events, and involvement
in crucial stages of life were all affirmed. This helps
people feel a sense of belonging and of well-being.

The contribution to community vibrancy is constrained
by the number and age of volunteers, and pressure of
time.Younger people and families can see a nearby
town as the focus for their lives including attending
church. Problems of ageing and social exclusion
challenge us all, and rural churches need to get better
at tackling all forms of exclusion.

People of faith have much to contribute to key rural
issues such as: quality of life, care in the community,
affordable housing provision, schools, community
meeting places, democratic renewal and community
empowerment.The ARC is now developing ̀ a toolkit'
for rural churches to help them understand and
improve the contribution they can make to the
wellbeing of their whole community.

Jill Hopkinson and Jeremy Martineau

Faith in Rural Communities: contributions of social
capital to community vibrancyis available for £11,
including p&p (cheques payable to ACORA) from
Katrina Sealey, 024 7685 3073 katrinas@rase.org.uk
or go to:

www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/publications/
faith_in_rural_communities/index.html

Research

ªI don't have
much

involvement with
the church, but it

does bring
stability and if

people from the
church weren't
involved, I don't

think the
community would

be as vibrant.º
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CSRM gives laity and clergy of all denominations the
opportunity of continuing professional development
through the discipline of academic research. Students
are able to explore their chosen topics and they find
this liberating and exciting.They work towards a
Masters level qualification. A growing number of
students are using a time of sabbatical study to
complete a single assignment which also gives them
academic credits.

The course is flexible so that students' needs can be
met within the structure of a Higher Education
Institution ± the University of Wales, Bangor. The
Arthur Rank Centre and St Deiniol's Library are the
other two partners in this programme. The tutors'
work with students mostly at a distance, but there are
three short residential seminars during the year.

Topics studied this year include:
· The implications of Godly Play for the rural church
· Creation and spirituality among people in the

countryside
· An assessment of a large team ministry 
· How a village Methodist church assists in building

social capital
· Clergy, ministry styles and personality type.
· How the role of the episcopate is perceived today
· How does cognitive development theory help us

understand church life

Jeremy Martineau
jeremy.m@onetel.net

Centre for Studies in Rural Ministry

In 2006, we broadened and deepened our range of
resources.These are primarily for those in rural
churches and Christian ministry, but by combining
our wide book selection (now over 200 titles
available) with our ever-expanding selection of
downloadable resources (largely for worship), and
links to other free online resources, we believe we
now provide a unique, first-class resource for all
involved in rural ministry and work. Not everything
we provide is strictly rural, but with the more
general material we supply, it has already proved
valuable to users.The ARC website as a whole is a
vital one-stop shop for those concerned for rural
churches & communities.

www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/publications/rural_
ministry_resources/index.html

One recent development concerns the popular
book, Seasonal Worship from the Countryside,
whose publisher and contributors have permitted
us to make its content and additional material that
was omitted on publication freely available from The
ARC website on a seasonal basis.
www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/publications/rural_
worship/index.html

Simon Martin,Training Resources Officer
simonm@rase.org.uk 

The ARC Rural Ministry Resources

Over 1800 people regularly subscribe
to Country Waybut we know that it is
read by many thousands more. In 2006
the magazine grew with a new revamped
look being well received.The easy to read,
colourful format continues to provide
ideas, information and inspiration to rural
churches and their communities. If you know
of a good story about a project, idea or
service that is making a difference, please get
in touch with the Editor, Jill Hopkinson.
jillh@rase.org.uk

Country Way

Projects



RuSOURCE

RuSource provides a weekly email briefing to over
500 subscribers.

2006 was the fourth year of the service, with 137
briefing papers produced. Subjects covered include:
supermarkets, climate and agriculture, rural
disadvantage, farming incomes, hill and dairy farming
problems, rural post offices and affordable housing.

Full funding for RuSource provided for the previous
two years ended in the middle of 2006 and the
project has been part funded since then 
by donations and sponsorship from subscribers.

RuSource continues to be well appreciated by those
who receive it as shown by 223 thank-you emails
received during the year.

A few quotes illustrate the many:

ªI do enormously appreciate your briefings, they are
a very significant help in keeping extremely busy
people up to date with what is happening and able
to make sense of meetings and conversations in the
farming community.º

ªThank you for your never ending info and little
things that make me laugh at the end of a hard dairy
farming week.º

More information about receiving RuSource and
helping to support it by means of donations or
sponsorship can be obtained from Alan Spedding at
alan.spedding@btopenworld.comor via
arcadmin@rase.org.uk

ªI cannot thank
you enough.
These are

outstandingly
good briefs and a

goldmine for
someone

relatively new to
the topic of 
rural affairs.º

Life and Faith in Rural Communities Project

What do the following have in common?
· The church's role in the rural community
· Community use of church buildings
· Tourism and church visitors
· Rural statistics
· Worship in rural settings
· The environment and the local church

All are among the many issues for which The 
ARC has been asked for information in 2006. But they
are also part of The ARC project Life & Faith in Rural
Communities. LiFRC provides online information,
resources and study material on a modular basis
across a breadth of subjects relevant to those living in,
and working in or for, the churches and countryside.

Materials from the first (and overarching) 
module, Church and Countryside and the second

module,Agriculture, Food and Environment are
already online. New information is added regularly but
the bulk of the longer-term content is still awaiting
development. Resources currently availiable are:
· Short sections on specific topics and sub-topics

within each major module
· Illustrations, charts, images, maps and tables
· Recommendations for further reading (and access to

much of it)
· Questions & activities for individual reflection or

group discussion
· Links to other online resources
www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/projects/life_and_faith_
in_rural_communities/index.html

Simon Martin,Training Resources Officer
simonm@rase.org.uk

Projects
ARC Annual Report| 9
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Hidden Britain Centres

Hidden Britain Centres originated at The ARC as a
way of creating rural regeneration and economic
development in areas that do not normally attract
many visitors. It has brought clear community benefits
by promoting local business, encouraging local
employment and enhancing  community life.

After a successful pilot scheme in Cumbria, the
scheme was launched nationally in 2005.To celebrate
the national roll out and pilot scheme success,
Cumbria Hidden Britain has published a new Visitor
Guide entitled ªDiscover the Hidden Places of
Cumbria and the Lake Districtº. It is the hope that
the guide will further enhance the profile of Hidden
Britain in Cumbria.

The main highlight of 2006 was
holding our first Hidden Britain
Conference at Winchelsea,
itself one of the ten Hidden
Britain Centres in south east
England. 78 people
attended from various
organisations around the
south east and nationally.
The key note speaker was
Tom Wright, Chief
Executive of Visit Britain,
who spoke

encouragingly of the Hidden Britain initiative. The
conference heard of exciting developments in
Winchelsea and plans to provide hand-held multi-
media visitor guides 

A case study of Hidden Britain Eskdale was 
also presented.

Four project officers are working regionally on 
Hidden Britain:

· David Long (National Administrator and
Warwickshire) 
davidl@rase.org.uk

· Jeremy Martineau (South West and Wales)
Jeremy.m@onetel.net

· James Turner (South East)
James.hiddenbritainse@gmail.com

· Beni Wright (East of England)
BeniW@bedsrcc.org.uk

The national website www.hidden-britain.co.uk
explains the scheme and enables people to access
regions and individual Hidden Britain Centres directly.

To find out more about Hidden Britain Centres or to
explore the potential of a local centre, contact David
Long, the National Administrator 
davidl@rase.org.uk.

The ARC has continued to run this ̀ not for profit' scheme and has provided
over 500 people in rural areas with affordable computers. The ARC has been
appointed as an agency for ex-Government computers which have been
refurbished ̀ good as new'. Many have benefited including the farming 
community, rural schools, village hall groups, senior citizens, and a
number of charities. Prices for computers start at 
£185.00; all are pre-installed with windows XP and 
are internet ready.

For further information
contact David Long
davidl@rase.org.uk.

ªcreating rural
regeneration and

economic
development in

areas that do not
normally attract
many visitorsº

Projects

Computers for Rural People
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RSIN

In June 2006 the RSIN trustees decided that its
Helpline & Information Services were most effective in
helping the rural and farming communities.

As a result these services became fully integrated into
the Arthur Rank Centre on 1 August 2006. Irene
Jackson, the existing Helpline Officer, was joined by an
assistant Karen Ellis in October.Together they ensure
consistency and continuity.The virtually seamless
integration of RSIN and ARC has been a positive move
allowing sharing of expertise and knowledge.

Throughout 2006 the volume of calls rose compared
to the previous year. In part a result of the Single 
Farm Payment delays, but also thanks to increased
awareness of what our Helpline can offer. In part,
this awareness is due to networking strongly with
many other support organisations, especially those
focused on the needs of the farming community.
That many callers are referred from other
organisations reflects this.

With full membership of the Telephone Helpline
Association. RSIN is committed to ongoing training for
its Helpline operators to maintain professional
standards.

Callers represent a wide range of occupations and
ages. Invariably they present a range of problems with
one difficulty triggering another. Our policy is to
support callers until a solution emerges or local
support is in place.

No other organisation is offering such an extensive
range of emotional support and information to those
living in rural areas.

Recent changes have engendered creative thought on
strategy and direction. As the RSIN:ARC relationship
evolves there is a growing vision of developing future
services to further support rural people and
communities.

For further information irenej@rsin.org.uk

Farm Crisis Network

The new ̀ Single Payment Scheme' meant 2006 was
a very difficult year for the farming community.
Serious delays and errors in payments in England
resulted in high levels of strain and anxiety for many
farming families; farm debt rose and sadly some
have lost business and livelihood as a result. Calls
to FCN's Helpline were over 50% higher in the first
part of 2006 compared to the previous year. FCN
volunteers have worked hard to support farming
families through this challenging time, and we are
preparing for more work as the problems look set
to continue in 2007.

We have been heartened by the support FCN 
has been receiving from concerned individuals,
churches and organisations throughout the UK.
We rely on their generosity and prayers, so it is 
a great encouragement to know so many do 
care about farming people and the future of 
our countryside.

In September FCN launched its new website
www.fcn.org.uk. This was a particularly important
project to raise awareness of our work, and also to
take donations online.

FCN continues to work closely with RABI and
ARC-Addington Fund under the ̀ Farming Help'
banner. This is a very important relationship; each
charity provides different but complementary
services to support to those in need.

FCN's ministry is about extending Christian love,
care and concern to farming communities through
friendship, understanding and practical help. FCN
volunteers provide critical pastoral and practical
support to farming people across the UK. Each
month over 250 ̀ cases' receive help.This involves
over 700 people and makes a real difference to
many lives.

For more information about FCN's work please
visit www.fcn.org.ukor contact the FCN office on
01788 510866 or mail@fcn.org.uk

ªFCN's ministry is
about extending
Christian love,

care and concern 
to farming

communities
through friendship,
understanding and

practical helpsº

Partners



Social impacts group

The Social Impacts group was set up in 2004 by
RASE and Fellows of the Royal Agricultural Societies
to exchange information among farming
organisations about how the process of change is
affecting farming and farm people.

The organisations involved include NFU, CLA,
Tenants Farmers Association, the Commission for
Rural Communities, Royal Agricultural Benevolent
Fund, ARC-Addington Fund, Rural Stress Information
Network, Farm Crisis Network, National Beef
Association, National Sheep Association, British
Institute of Agricultural Consultants National
Federation of Young Farmers Clubs and The ARC.

The main activity in 2006 has been sending
information gleaned by group members round by

email (in total 46 emails) many of which gave
updates about the delays in Single Farm Payment
cheques which caused such stress to farmers during
the year.

The group is holding a conference to review the
impacts of change in the different farming sectors on
1st March 2007 at The ARC.

The group is grateful for support from the Royal
Agricultural Society of England in funding 
secretarial services.

More information from Alan Spedding at
alan.spedding@btopenworld.com

Eco-congregation

A year of celebration and new beginnings for Eco-
congregation. Celebrations have been in full swing
in 19 different churches up and down the country
who gained their Eco-congregation Awards,
reflecting a huge range of achievements from
putting up bat boxes, to eco-fairs, to home groups
discussing creation care, to changing to ©green©
electricity. Many churches are urging their
congregations and communities to adopt more
creation-conscious lifestyles through ©green tips©

in magazines and notice
sheets. One church grazes
rare breed sheep in the
churchyard. Many churches
are working with local
councils to promote

sustainability, and reaching out to local
communities to promote grants for insulation.
Some churches are encouraging members and
friends to get out and enjoy God©s good creation
through walks and rambles, others are taking
members to see what happens to rubbish by
visiting local landfill sites.That seems to galvanise
people into action on the recycling front!

The ARC has provided an interim management
home for the Eco-congregation project since 2004,
and from January 2007, A Rocha UK has taken the
project under its wing. Although Jo will still be based
physically at The ARC, the A Rocha UK team (with
its environmental expertise ) will support Jo as she
develops the project ± the best of both worlds!
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ARC-Addington Fund 

For five years, this Review has
charted the progress of ARC-
Addington Fund. From humble
beginnings in the corner of the
old The ARC building with lots of
goodwill but no money, through
Foot and Mouth, the launch of
the Strategic Rural Housing
Scheme and a housing
development in Cornwall.

We encounter very fragile,
vulnerable families and try to
keep them within their existing
community. Whenever a family
contacts us the first thing we do
is to give them a local pastoral
contact. Invariably this will be a
local Minister or Chaplain who
raises no suspicion when calling on a family. When
an application for help is approved, we ask the
family ̀ where do you want to live' and get them to
play an active role in the decision. Such families
have not been in the driving seat for a long time.

When it comes to dealing with
property purchase we stay right
in the background, to the extent
that we have been accused of
money laundering!

You might think that this is a
little over the top, we don't.
The whole point is giving
families the dignity they
deserve. A Yorkshire farmer
rang as he thought that his
circumstances warranted help
from the Fund, but his wife
feared she would be living in a
`charity ̀ house. When asked if
he knew of any other ARC-
Addington properties, he
replied that there were none in

his area.Truth is we own a house less than two
miles from him.

More information from Ian Bell
ianbell@arc-addingtonfund.org.uk

Arthur Rank Training

Arthur Rank Training has had a great year with
several significant developments. In particular, the
number of opportunities offered to young people
(14-16 years old) rose by around 10%.This
valuable work is provided in partnership with
around 25 schools across Coventry and
Warwickshire. Arthur Rank Training also received
an 8% increase in funding from the Local 
Learning & Skills Council Coventry and
Warwickshire to deliver its main programme for
the 16-18 age group.

Funding for a new programme to provide
opportunities for the most disadvantaged young
people was secured this year.

Developments included an expansion of the
Resource Centre and acquisition of an additional
workshop. Currently young people are helping
build new classrooms and offices which will
provide further, much needed space.

Arthur Rank Training also won new contracts to
deliver programmes to the DfES flagship
programme Young Apprenticeships in Motor
Vehicle Maintenance and a Construction course
for Coventry South East Federation schools.

Finally, Arthur Rank Training was visited by 
the Adult Learning Inspectorate as part of 

Quality Monitoring. The visit was very successful
overall with particular reference made to the
quality and success of the Literacy and 
Numeracy provision.

More information from Paul Betty
paul@arthurranktraining.org.uk

ªWe encounter
very fragile,
vulnerable

families and try
to keep them
within their

existing
communityº

Partners



Office costs
Environment
National Rural Officers

Projects

Other

35%
28%

Hidden Britain Centre
Life & Faith in Rural Communities
and Training

22%
13%
2%

Country Way
Eco-Congregation
Conference/courses

21%
9%
25%

37%

8%
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Finance

Financial Matters ± ARC 2006 Review

The ARC's many achievements are only possible
thanks to the generosity of many grant making trusts,
statutory bodies, congregations, commercial
companies, organisations and individuals. The
publication of this review is both a tribute to their
commitment and an expression of gratitude for their
continued support and interest.

Particular thanks are due to the three partners who
continue to provide the main financial input into 
The ARC as well as taking responsibility for its
management and future: The Royal Agricultural
Society of England, the national churches and the

Rank Foundation. Without their support, there
would be no ARC.

Financial Headlines

The ARC's headline financial results for the year to
31st December 2006 are as follows:

· Total income of £491k
· Total expenditure of £505k
· Operating deficit of £(14)k

The deficit was transferred from reserves.

Support for The ARC is always gratefully received. To find out how to contribute, please contact Miriam Wallington
024 7685 3065 or miriw@rase.org.uk

If you would like to make donations within specific areas of work or projects, please contact Miriam Wallington for
further information.

These are summary accounts. A full audited set of accounts can be available from The ARC.

Project funding & Donations
Conferences
Subscriptions
Rent receivable
Environment
RASE, Rank Foundation, National Churches
Investment income
Gift Aid

27%
4%
3%
1%
10%
52%
2%
1%

The expenditure on projects (total of £181k) can be illustrated as follows:

IncomeTotal incoming resources £491k

ExpenditureTotal resources expended £505k
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ARCAdvisory Committee

Robin Cowen, CBE ± PATRON

John Stanley FRAgS, Chairman and Trustee ± RASE

Colonel Eddie York  TD, DL, FRAgS,Trustee ± RASE

Kathleen Paxton,Trustee ± Churches

David Sanderson MBE,Trustee ± Rank Foundation

Richard Cowen ± Rank Family

Rev Canon Andrew Bowden ± Churches

Rev Roger Greene ± Churches

Professor John Moverley OBE, FRAgS, FIAgE ± RASE

Thomas Wheatley-Hubbard ± RASE

Rt Rev Dr Anthony Russell ARAgS± RASE

ARCTeam

Rev Dr Gordon Gatward OBE,
FRAgS, FIAgrM
Director
gordong@rase.org.uk

David Long
Deputy Director
Hidden Britain Centres National
Administrator and Warwickshire
Project Officer
Computers for Rural People
davidl@rase.org.uk

Sue Archer
Administrator/Receptionist
suea@rase.org.uk

John Bennett
The ARC Environment Trust
arcet@rase.org.uk

Karen Ellis
RSIN Helpline and Information
Assistant
Karene@rsin.org.uk 

Dr Jill Hopkinson
Church of England National Rural
Officer
jillh@rase.org.uk

Irene Jackson
RSIN Helpline and Information
Officer
irenej@rsin.org.uk

Rev Graham Jones
National Rural Officer for the
Methodist Church and the United
Reformed Church
grahamj@rase.org.uk

Simon Martin
Training and Resources Officer
simonm@rase.org.uk

Rev Canon Jeremy Martineau OBE
Director of the Centre for Studies
in Rural Ministry
Jeremy.m@onetel.net

Kathryn Payne
Hidden Britain Communications
Manager
kathrynp@rase.org.uk

Jo Rathbone
Eco-Congregation
jor@rase.org.uk

Katrina Sealey
Secretary to the Church of England
National Rural Officer
katrinas@rase.org.uk

Alan Spedding ARAgS
RuSource Briefing papers
Alan.spedding@btopenworld.com

Miriam Wallington
PA to Director
miriw@rase.org.uk

People

ªIn serving the
rural community
the Arthur Rank
Centre looks for
every means to
further outreach
and establish

viable practical
schemesº

Robin Cowen

ªI truly believe
that most of the
good things going

on in the rural
church today

stem from the
initiatives taken

by The ARCº

Andrew Bowden

ªFighting the cause of the rural sector and in particular maintaining a living and working
countryside has been my life long passion. In this regard the Arthur Rank Centre is a major
asset and one to be treasuredº

John Moverley

ªThe ARC is principally admired for being not only very efficient but also extremely practical and
helpful with advice particularly when times are hard and there seems to be no hopeº

Colonel Eddie York



The Arthur Rank Centre

The Arthur Rank Centre, Stoneleigh Park,Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ
Tel. 024 7685 3060 · Fax 024 7641 4808
www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk · e-mail: arcadmin@rase.org.uk

The ARC would like to acknowledge the generous support of Donations in Memory of the late Charles
Runge, Allchurches Trust,The Baker Trust, Duke of Cornwall's Benevolent Fund, Energy Agency, Girdlers'
Charitable Trust, Hymns Ancient & Modern,The Iliffe Family Charitable Trust,The Maurice & Hilda Laing
Trust,The Mercers' Company, Methodist Church Fund, Methodist Relief & Development Fund, NFU
Mutual Charitable Trust, Rural Youth Network,William Scott Abbott Trust,The Henry Smith Charity, in
addition to many personal, private and congregational donations.

Special thanks are due to Geoff Dodgson, Chamberlain and Gus MacDonald, Ammac Design for all they
do to produce this review and further our objectives.


