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From the Chair

This yearÕs Review is as inspiring as ever, providing a vibrant picture of the wide range of
areas and activities in which the ARC is involved. Much of our work is about building on the
past, developing well-established initiatives and projects such as Country Wayand the highly
regarded Rural Ministry Courses.

These stories make for encouraging reading but ARC doesnÕt stand still. It has earned a justified
reputation for innovation. This is well-illustrated by some of new areas of work in which the
staff are engaged. The development and provision of web-based training material, for example,
illustrates how ARC is meeting the needs of isolated individuals and communities. The launch of
the National Care Farm Network is an indicator of ARCÕs commitment to working in
partnership with other agencies to provide valuable support and services to the disadvantaged
in our communities.

None of this would be possible without the dedication of everyone involved. The vision and enthusiasm of
staff, volunteers, as well as board and advisory committee members is contagious. ItÕs a privilege to be
chairman of this unique charity and in introducing this Review I pay tribute to all that it is; all that it has
achieved, and especially to those who have brought it about.

John Stanley 

Ò2004
has 

been another
critical year for
rural society,
marked by
continued 

change and
uncertainty.Ó

Welcome

From the Director

This review is but a snapshot of a rich and exciting programme of activity during 2005. Much has been
achieved but this does not underplay the needs that the ARC is trying to meet. There are those in the
countryside who are disadvantaged, homeless, exploited, dejected and depressed. The ARCÕs response to
these and all the other rural problems has always been one of practical action such as the group looking
at the social impacts of agricultural change and the National Care Farm Network.

The focus of action in rural communities is frequently a village church or small group of people. ARC 
may initiate, co-ordinate and resource the work; but so much of what is achieved is due to the effort of
the many committed individuals, communities and congregations with whom we have the privilege to be
associated.

Working with them is also a constant reminder that life in the countryside is not just about problems and
issues. There is much to celebrate and for which to give thanks. Life in our rural churches and

communities is still good.That comes through in this Review. As we ask you to pray for us, so we also invite
you to give thanks with us for all that God has done and is doing in our countryside.

Gordon Gatward

Charitable Objectives

¥ To be a focus and resource for the work of the

Christian churches in rural areas through the

sharing of good practice, the provision of training

and the encouragement of Christian ministry;

¥ To lead the Christian churches in their efforts to

improve the quality of life of those living and

working in rural communities;

¥ To develop greater understanding between urban
and rural communities, through the linking of
churches and other faith groups;

¥ To engage in research to support and develop the
work of the Charity;

¥ To provide a chaplaincy to the Royal Agricultural
Society of England 
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2005at a glance

The National Rural Officersprovide an essential rural advocacy
within their denominations and ensure that rural concerns remain
at the heart of the churchesÕ agenda.They are also a voice for
rural churches and communities to a wide range of public bodies
including the government.

4 See page 4

Support for local people and communitiescontinues to be at the
heart of everything that the ARC does, be it in terms of training,
resource provision, or project development.The ARC courses, Life
and Faith in Rural Communities and Computers for Rural People
Scheme all illustrate this commitment.

4 See pages 5 Ð 11

Working in Partnershipwith a wide range of other organisations
and groups the ARC has been able to provide essential support 
to rural individuals and families and through the establishing of
new partnerships, projects such as the Care Farming Initiative are
being born.

4 See pages 10 and 12

Rev Dr Stuart Burgess, Chairman on the
Countryside Agency at the Royal Show

FCNÕs Thanksgiving Service in
Malmesbury Abbey

Royal Show Service led by Rev. Dr. Gordon Gatward and 
Rt Rev. Dr.Anthony Russell, Bishop of Ely and RASE President
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Church of EnglandNational Rural Officer

People

Seeds in Holy Ground Ð a workbook
for rural churches Ð was published in
November 2005. A full colour A4,
48 page publication, the workbook is
aimed at church councils, clergy and
small groups to help rural churches
engage in active mission and ministry
within their communities.The
workbook, written from an
ecumenical perspective, explains how
rural churches face distinct challenges
in meeting the expectations of their
communities and how they can respond to them, while
seeking to attract the human and financial resources
needed for mission and ministry. Reflecting the unique
challenges and opportunities of rural areas, the
workbook is not about encouraging rural churches to
try to do even more but to do whatever is done really
well. It is packed with case studies from across the
country to encourage and assist churches.This
workbook was produced by the Rural Affairs
Committee of General Synod and edited by myself.

As part of the Arthur Rank Centre
team I have continued to work
closely with national and regional
Government on agricultural reform,
migrant workers and rural affairs.This
has involved liaison with Defra
Ministers and officials, Government
Offices in the regions and responding
to consultation documents.

An increasingly important part of the
work is the provision of training in

rural mission and ministry.This is delivered through a
wide range of courses and events which include a
workshop on ministry in the multi-parish benefice,
training days for senior diocesan staff, the ARC rural
ministry course, and numerous days for dioceses and
deaneries on rural mission and ministry.

2006 will be a year of exciting developments, not least
working with Graham Jones the new Rural Consultant
for the Methodist Church and United Reformed Church.

Jill Hopkinson  jillh@rase.org.uk

Rural Consultantto the Methodist Church
and United Reformed Church

I have been delighted to join the
team at the ARC during January
2006. I am beginning to build on the
work undertaken by my
predecessors and to collaborate with
my new colleagues. It is exciting to
join such a dynamic and committed
group of people engaged in so much
creative and important work.

It is a critical time for rural
communities and for the church
within those communities, and I am looking forward to
helping the church play its part in this time of great
change.Working with my ecumenical colleagues and the
networks of rural officers and link people, I hope to
support the church in building community, influencing
government policy and exploring creatively what it
means to be church in the rural context.

I have already been out and 
about meeting people, listening to
their stories and hearing of their
work.There is much that is
encouraging, often in very
demanding situations. I have
initiated a conversation with those
responsible for ministerial
formation in both denominations,
seeking to establish what is offered
in support of rural ministry and
whether the provision can be

enhanced. I am excited at the prospect of sharing in
the training that is provided by the ARC and to
further strengthening the ecumenical ties that
already exist.The ARC offers a model of working
together that the wider church would benefit from
adopting in many other contexts. It is a privilege to
be a part of it.

Graham Jones  grahamj@rase.org.uk
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Training

The ARC website is well used but needs to 
be redesigned and organised for the 
expanding work. By the end of 2005, we had
secured funding for the RASE IT department to
design a new web site which will come on-line
during spring 2006. Meanwhile, all ARC
material and information remains available on

the old site.

www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk 

TrainingCourses

ÔThe most excellent course IÕve done in the church.Thank
you so much for the information and, more importantly,
the inspiration.Õ

ÔAs good as its reputation told us!Õ

ÔExcellent Ð very challenging and thought provoking with
lots of useful ideas for the future.Õ

Evaluation form comments from participants 
on the November 2005 Rural Ministry Course 

The ARC has been organising Rural Ministry Courses
for over 30 years.They continue to be as popular and
well-received as ever, covering a wide range of issues
regarding life in the countryside and the role and
mission of the church in the rural community. The
three day residential programme, organised in May
and November, is designed for lay and ordained
ministers entering a rural appointment for the first
time. It attracts those who are keen to examine the
challenges and opportunities that this new
environment offers. Each course can accommodate
up to 20 participants and early booking is advised
because of heavy demand.

Many considering rural ministry find the thought of
working across a wide geographical area and a number

of small and varied communities daunting. In fact ,
ministry in a multi-parish benefice can be exciting and
rewarding. This is regularly confirmed by those who
take part in the Multi-Parish Benefice Workshops,
organised three times each year by the National Rural
Officer for the Church of England. The workshops
deal with key issues particular to rural ministry.They
provide a unique opportunity to consider both the
difficulties and opportunities as well as exploring how
to deal with them.

Rural Ministry Courses for 2006 :
9Ð11 May and 7Ð9 November 

Multi-Parish Benefice Workshop:
26Ð27 September, 17Ð18 October, and 
24-25 January 2007 
For booking or further information contact :
arcadmin@rase.org.uk

ÒI appreciated
the commitment
and enthusiasm
of the leaders

and knowing the
resources that
are available.
Thank youÓ



Life and Faith in Rural Comunities

Initiated in early 2005, this project has three
overlapping aims:

¥ Equipping the rural Church - and the people
involved in it - for life, work, ministry & mission in
their rural context

¥ Providing help & training for anyone living in, and
working for, rural communities Ð  to fulfil their roles
in a rapidly changing countryside

¥ Helping rural individuals, congregations &
communities access resources important for 
the well-being & development of these communities

The material is available online in bite size chunks,
although users may choose to download relevant
sections for individual or group use. Each chunk is a
combination of home-grown writing, images, resources
or material already available elsewhere, questions for
reflection or discussion, and practical exercises.

Twelve modules will cover a range of topics relating
to life and faith in rural communities. Some material
from the first units of Module 1 ÒChurch and
CountrysideÓ is already available online at
www.arcresources.org.uk. This will be followed by:

¥ Module 2 ÒAgriculture, Food and EnvironmentÓ
¥ Module 3 ÒMission and MinistryÓ

Details of these, and other, modules Ð as well as ARCÕs
other resources Ð are available online or direct from
the Training and Resources Officer. The website
highlights recently added and forthcoming resources.

Simon Martin,Training Resources Officer
simonm@rase.org.uk

Centre for Studies in Rural Ministry

The Centre for Studies in Rural Ministry is a partnership
between the University of Wales (Bangor), St DeiniolÕs
Residential Library and the ARC.

Post-graduate courses provide an academic discipline
which brings rich rewards to students and the wider
Church.There are currently eight students, and the
topics being researched include:

¥ Visitor attitudes to the Retreat House at Ampleforth
Abbey;

¥ A role for rural churches in Oxfordshire Village
Appraisals;

¥ Can involvement in village festivals be a way of
evangelisation Ð an examination of two Yorkshire
villages;

¥ A comparison of a state primary and a church
primary school in the way spirituality is taught;

¥ Attitudes to baptism policy in a Wiltshire village;
¥ A study of four URC ministersÕ understanding of

ministry in rural areas.

New students are enrolled for 2006 and interest in the
Centre is growing.

E-mail jeremy.m@onetel.netfor more information.

ÒI was
contemplating
ministry in the

countryside after
years in the 
inner city.

The course has
been great fun
and great for 

the brain. Highly
recommended.Ó
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Faith in Rural Communities:Contributions
of Social Capital to Community Vibrancy?

This 15 month research project is being carried
out by a partnership with the Centre for Local
Economic Development at the University of
Coventry with ARC staff Jill Hopkinson and Jeremy
Martineau.The project, fully funded by the
Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra), is studying five diverse rural
communities, from five different Government
Regions.The qualitative study is looking in detail at
the relationships and links within rural
congregations and how they contribute to social
capital, community development and capacity
building.The project will also seek to give some
definition to the nebulous concept of community
vibrancy from both a sociological and theological
perspective. The project will report during the
summer of 2006.

jillh@rase.org.uk

ARC Rural Ministry Resources

Partnership
& Resources

For some years, the ARC has run a bookstall, stocking
titles related to rural ministry and mission. In October
2005, this was re-launched as ARC Rural Ministry
Resources, with a more comprehensive, yet focused,
selection of materials. The list of specialist titles
available from ARC is steadily growing and currently
stands at 175. This
development is closely
linked with ARCÕs Life
and Faith in Rural
Communities (LiFRC)

project, which focuses on providing home-grown
resources and training for those who work and
minister in rural communities.

ARC is well recognized as a supplier of resources 
on rural issues and this service now includes an 
up-to-date listing of titles with an online sales facility.
www.arcresources.org.uk

Simon Martin,Training Resources Officer
simonm@rase.org.uk



ARC-Addington Fund Affordable Housing

The ARC-Addington FundÕs flagship project, providing affordable homes for rural people, is
under construction and progressing well at Probus, Cornwall. It provides a unique approach
to affordable housing in that eligibility depends on occupation, not geographical location.

Lack of appropriate housing is a barrier to a healthy rural economy. Key worker schemes
exist in urban areas for those considered to be essential to the community. The Fund would
argue that those who work within the countryside are of equal value. As was clearly
demonstrated during the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease, agriculture is responsible 
for much more than food production, it provides an environment where tourism and 
leisure thrive.

This development is on the site of a redundant County Council farmyard. Three converted
barns will provide five affordable homes, which will remain in the rental sector. The
farmhouse will be let on the open market to subsidise the barns. Eligibility is confined to
those who are working within, or retiring from, rural businesses.

Although innovative, this scheme is small. However, if it can be used as a model, and
encourage others to seek new solutions to the problem of housing the rural community,
then it can be regarded as a great success.

Country Way
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ARCÕs magazine Country Waycontinues to be a major source of information, inspiration and ideas for rural
churches and during 2005 it has been redesigned. Edited by Jill Hopkinson, with the support of a

committed editorial group, it is a high quality publication produced three times a year which
covers a wide range of subjects and stories from places as far apart as
Orkney and Cornwall. Over the past year these have included rural
tourism, art and the rural church, youth issues, environment and land use,
migrant workers, transport, linking town and country,and care farming.

One yearÕs subscription is a very reasonable £7.50 including p&p and bulk
orders have a special rate of five copies for the price of four. Past issues are
available free of charge from ARC, a contribution to p&p is requested.

With an estimated readership of over 12,000Country Wayis also an effective
way of reaching out to rural congregations and advertising space is available at
very reasonable rates.

For further information aboutCountry Waycontact katrinas@rase.org.uk

The information gathered whilst processing hardship grants throughout the outbreak of Foot and Mouth
Disease highlighted the fact that many farming and rural businesses were not going to survive. Losing a
business often means losing a home, particularly for tenants.The Strategic Rural Housing Scheme set up
then still exists to provide accommodation for those exiting a non-viable farming or rural business.

For further details contact enquiries@arc-addingtonfund.org.uk

ARC-Addington Fund Strategic Rural 
Housing Scheme

Partners



RuSOURCE

This project started as Farming Information for Rural Ministry (FIRM) in December 2002 and developed out
of a recognized need for clergy in rural areas to be better informed about the changes in farming. Although
there is a large amount of information available on the internet, it is not always easy to access Ð or written in
jargon-free, easy to understand style. It can also have a particular bias, depending on the organisation
producing it, and may well be outdated or even undated.

Until the end of March 2005 FIRM was part funded by the Rural Stress Action PlanÕs Rural Support Initiative.
Since July 2005 it has been sponsored by the rural regeneration company Rural Solutions and was renamed
RuSource to reflect its rapidly widening readership. Subject matter is extended beyond purely farming focus to
other important rural concerns. The project is partly voluntary and has been run by Alan
Spedding, who retired as Communications Development Manager of RASE in 2002.

By the end of 2005 there were 444 RuSource subscribers receiving a free weekly email
with one or more short briefing papers which summarise simply, but factually, legislation
and topical issues relating to farming, land-use and environmental management and
other rural matters. By December 2005 over 300 papers had been produced
and covered subjects including the Oxford Farming Conference, fairer trading,
the Single Farm Payment, the new Horse Industry Strategy and the 2005
harvest.

Many subscribers forward the briefings on, so readership is estimated at over
2000 and growing. RuSource papers appear on at least four websites,
including ARCÕs. Comments received during 2005 included the
following:

ÒIÕm still reading all you send me with interest, and forwarding
items as relevant to others Ð keep up the good work!Ó

ÒThank you SO much for this. I found it very useful reading
and look forward to FridayÕs email.Ó

alan.spedding@btopenworld.com

A mother wrote:
ÒI have the

computer all set
up and it has
already been

invaluable to the
girls for their

homework.We
are all so thrilled

with it.Ó

Computers for Rural People

In 2003 ARC initiated a pilot scheme to provide 
IT access in rural areas by promoting the sale of 
ex-Government refurbished computers.

By 2005 it had become very clear that this service
was meeting a real need in rural communities. Many
farmers, for example, have been able to introduce IT
into their management at an affordable price,
enabling them to computerise areas such as supply
data, milk register, breed registers, passports and
farm accounts. Several charities caring for people
with disabilities (ranging from dyslexia through to
AIDS) have also benefited and acquired computers.
Several village communities have also been assisted
through the scheme. One recipient, Peter Neal (seen
here with his wife Rosemary) who produces a village
magazine in North Oxfordshire commented: ÔI used
to type out stories and reports on a manual
typewriter and Letraset headlines. Now we cut and
paste and we can see what we want on the screen

before it is printed.We were lucky to have a good
back-up and support from ARC as well.Õ

For further details of the scheme and computers
available contact davidl@rase.org.uk

Partners
ARC Annual Report| 9

Peter and Rosemary Neal
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Eco-Congregation

Eco-congregation resources continue to inspire
creative work from churches up and down the
country. In 2005, 17 received the Eco-congregation
Award reflecting how these congregations had woven
environmental issues and creation care into church life
through:

¥ worship and teaching: laying good foundations for
practical involvement;

¥ practical management of church buildings and land:
leading the way through taking responsibility for
community facilities;

¥ reaching out to the local and global community.

A wide variety of projects have been undertaken by
churches keen to work out their faith in a practical
way through caring for God's creation including:

¥ hosting a conference and providing a lunch based
on the LOAF principles (Local, Organic, Animal-
friendly, Fairly traded);

¥ tree planting in the local community;
¥ restoring a previously overgrown churchyard,

significant for wildlife and local heritage;
¥ organizing a multifaith seminar on climate change in

a University Chaplaincy;
¥ celebrating Creation Sunday: a special service

involved recordings of whale singing and a local
farmer with his sheepdogs.

¥ Arranging Rogationtide farm services: from services
on local farms which remind parishioners of their
connection with the land to one in a church where
children made a special altar backcloth and planted
sunflower seeds.

In these, and many other ways,
Eco-congregations have
expressed their commitment
to creative caring for GodÕs
creation. For further details 
e-mail jor@rase.org.uk

National Care Farm Conference

ÒVery positive, energising day. Inspirational speakers!Ó
Éjust one comment from participants at the UKÕs
first National Care Farm Conference organised by
the ARC, Harper Adams University College, the
Bulmer Foundation and the Federation of City Farms
in November 2005. The therapeutic and
rehabilitative use of farming (Care Farming) and
horticulture has long been recognised in this country
with a history of many well-established charities and
individuals providing this sort of care. This
conference was organised to bring together many
practitioners to explore establishing a national
network and how Care Farming can be further
promoted in the UK. These aims were more than
achieved and a national network will be launched in
2006. Many European governmentsÕ provide direct
support for national Care Farm initiatives and efforts
are in hand to lobby UK government.

For further details about the National Care Farm
Network contact Debbie Wilcox 
00684260@harper-adams.ac.uk

ÔExcellent and
inspiring speakersÕ

ÔWonderful!  The
networking has
been excellentÕ

Partners

University of East Anglia Chaplaincy
receiving Eco-Congregation Award

Students at Pennyhooks Farm
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Hidden Britain Centres

The concept of Hidden Britain Centres (HBC)
originated at ARC as a way of creating rural
regeneration and economic development in rural
areas that do not normally attract many visitors. By
using local resources a unique tourism enterprise has
been born.The success of the Cumbrian pilot scheme
proved that Hidden Britain could bring clear
community benefits by promoting local business,
encouraging local employment and enhancing local
community life. Hidden Britain has become an
important tool in establishing community owned and
led tourism projects.

The scheme was rolled out nationally in 2005.
Promotional leaflets were circulated in the regions
resulting in a significant interest from areas such as
North East England, Yorkshire, East of England, South
West,Wales,West Midlands and South East.

In the South East, ten Hidden Britain Centres are being
established. A whole raft of initiatives will encourage
visitors to these communities thereby supporting and
developing local economies. Schemes include
encouraging wider appreciation of the farming
heritage, interactive CD ROM presentations, local
websites, new signage and orientation boards as well
as walking guides. It is all designed to encourage
visitors to stay longer and revisit the region.

Four project officers are working regionally on Hidden
Britain.They are:
James Turner (South East)
james.hiddenbritain@gmail.com
Rosie Radcliffe (Northern)
Rosieradcliffe@supanet.com
Jeremy Martineau (South West and Wales)
jeremy.m@onetel.net
David Long (Warwickshire)
davidl@rase.org.uk

The national Hidden Britain website 
www.hidden-britain.co.ukwent live in 2005.The
website explains the national scheme and enables
people to access regions and individual Hidden Britain
Centres directly.

To find out more about Hidden Britain Centres or to
explore the potential of a local HBC, contact 
The National Administrator David Long
davidl@rase.org.uk

ÒAs this scheme
rolls out

nationally, it is
bringing real

benefits to the
rural communityÓ

Nigel Embry,
Chief Executive
of Farm Stay UK

Partners

Winchelsea: Developing a hand-held
multi-media guide to the villageÕs history,

archaeology and cultural heritage .

Developing a Dorchester website, installing an
interactive information point in the Abbey and signage

and information boards in and around the village.

Edenbridge: Local partnership producing 
guides to five walks; each focusses 

on the village heritage.
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Farm Crisis Network 

Partners

FCN celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2005 with a
number of thanksgiving services and events across the
UK.The national celebration took place on 17th  June
at Highgrove House at the invitation of the charityÕs
Patron, HRH The Prince of Wales.A farm walk was
followed by a lunch reception with His Royal Highness
and then a tour of the Highgrove gardens. As a strong
supporter of British agriculture and a keen advocate
for the farming family, the Prince keeps a close interest
in FCNÕs work.The day ended with a thanksgiving
service in Malmesbury Abbey, led by FCN trustees,
staff and volunteers with the Bishop of Exeter, the Rt
Revd Michael Langrish, as preacher.

The year saw the Single Farm Payment scheme
introduced as a result of the latest reform of the
Common Agricultural Policy.Within a few months
some were began to suffer significant problems as a
direct result of this major change. Others continue to
be anxious about the future for them and their
families, as they try to plan in the midst of uncertainty
and confusion.These concerns are reflected in a 29%
increase in new clients for FCN and a 39% increase in
helpline calls in 2005 compared to 2004. In 2005 FCN

provided case support to over 2,500 people with
many more helped in more informal ways. We expect
this rise in workload to continue as farming families
grapple with yet more change and upheaval in addition
to low produce prices and the downward pressure on
milk, meat, vegetable and cereal prices is set to
continue into 2006 and beyond.

It is ironic that as the need for FCNÕs work grows,the
resources available shrink. It is becoming increasingly
difficult to secure funding from government and
statutory sources. More than ever before FCN
depends on its loyal supporters, friends and churches
to enable its valuable work to continue.

E-mail:mail@fcn.org.uk

FCN is a UK network of groups of volunteers drawn from the farming community and rural churches. FCN provides pastoral
and practical support to farming people during periods of anxiety, stress and problems relating to both the farm household and
the farm business. It is a ministry founded by a partnership of the Arthur Rank Centre and the Agricultural Christian Fellowship.

Jan-Oct 2005 JanÐOct 2004 % difference
Total new cases 413 319 29% increase
Total calls to helpline 310 223 39% increase
Average new cases per month 41 32 28% increase
Average on-going cases per month 217 168 29% increase
Average total cases per month 258 200 29% increase
Average number of people supported per month 710 548 30% increase

A reception for FCN at Highgrove in June 2005.



Office costs
Environment
National Rural Officers

Projects

Other

38%
29%

Hidden Britain Centre
Life & Faith in Rural Communities
and Training

17%
11%
5%

Country Way
Eco-Congregation
Conference/courses

23%
2%
29%

42%

4%

RASE, Rank Foundation, National Churc
Investment income
Gift Aid
Project funding & Donations
Conferences
Subscriptions
Rent receivable
Miscellaneous sales
Other

58%
2%
1%
30%
1%
3%
1%
3%
1%

ARC Annual Report| 13

Financesand Fundraising

ARCÕs many achievements are only possible thanks
to the generosity of many grant-making trusts,
statutory bodies, congregations, commercial
companies, organisations and individuals. The
publication of this review is both a tribute to their
commitment and an expression of gratitude for
their continued support and interest.

Particular thanks are due to the three partners
who continue to provide the main financial input
into the ARC as well as taking responsibility for its
management and future: The Royal Agricultural
Society of England, the national churches (through

Churches Together in England) and the Rank
Foundation. Without their support, there would
be no Arthur Rank Centre.

Financial Headlines

ARCÕs headline financial results for the year to 31st
December 2005 are as follows:

¥ Total income of £475,000
¥  Total expenditure of £489,000
¥  Operating deficit of £14,000

The deficit was transferred from reserves.

ÒWithout ongoing
generous

support, there
would be 
no Arthur 

Rank CentreÓ

Funding

The expenditure on projects (total of £204,000) can be broken down as follows:

How can you help? 

There are three key ways that you can help us financially:

1 We are always grateful for donations, large or small, to support our general work.
2 We welcome investment in specific project activities where we can work with third parties for

mutual benefit in terms of results and/or sponsorship recognition.
3 Join our growing band of Friends of ARC who receive regular information from us, as well as copies

of Country Way 

For more information, or to an explore an idea you may have to help us fund our work and turn more of
our good ideas into living projects, then call Miriam Wallington on 024 7685 3065 miriw@rase.org.uk

Income Total incoming resources £475,000

Expenditure Total resources expended £489,000
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Robin Cowen CBE was involved in the birth of the ARC and for
over 30 years has been one of its most faithful and committed
supporters serving initially on its management committee and
then its advisory committee. In a desire to honour this
commitment and to pay tribute to all that Robin has achieved on
behalf of ARC the trustees invited him to become our patron
which he graciously agreed to do.

People

Arthur Rank Training

Arthur Rank Training (ART) is a project of the ARC and had an excellent year. It continued to build on its strengths
and again increased the numbers of young people able to benefit from its training and development programmes.

Over 200 young people aged 14Ð18 attended a range of programmes with virtually 100% Year 10 and 11 achieving
qualifications, over half the 16Ð18 year olds gaining employment (against a national average of 40% for such a socially
and/or educationally disadvantaged group. A further 65% achieved a qualification.

ART continued to develop its facilities by expanding Resource Centres and workshop areas.The companies with
whom ART works has increased to around 60, new projects have been established with Whitefriars Housing and
Warwickshire College, and collaborative relationships with schools has increased to 30.

ART has also had a change of landlord as the Rank Foundation
has purchased the premises from the previous owner.

ÔI enjoyed learning with Arthur Rank and didnÕt want to leaveÕ
Trainee

ÔThank you for all the help and support you have given meÉ you
have put up with me for quite a bit so I would like to say thank
you for everythingÕTrainee

ÔThanks to everyone who taught and supported Matthew
throughout his time at Arthur RankÕParent of trainee

ARC People

The Arthur Rank Centre isnÕt a building or an organisation but a team who share a common vision and
commitment. One particular strength is the way it adapts to and utilises change.

WelcomeÉ
During the year, Sue Archer joined the team as Administrator and Receptionist and
Revd Graham Jones as Rural Consultant to the Methodist Church and United Reformed
Church.

Éand farewell
In 2005 Trish Brodrick (Administrator and Receptionist) and Jenny Carpenter (Rural
Officer/Consultant for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches) retired. During the
year Robert Bruce (Budget Manager),Vic Winchcombe (Fund Raiser) and Rev Graham
Wise (Baptist Rural Churches Adviser) also moved on. The ARC is grateful to all of them
for their many and varied contributions to its work and wishes them well for their future.

Special thanks are due to Geoff Dodgson of Chamberlain and Gus MacDonald of
Ammac Design for all that they do to further our objectives.

Patron

ARC staff away day

Robin Cowen (left) at the Royal Show
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The ARC is grateful to all who give generously of

their time and expertise to support its work.

The Arthur Rank centre is grateful to the 

NFU Mutual Charlecote Trust for generous

sponsorship of this review.
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What people sayÉ

As the new Chief Executive for the Royal Agricultural Society of England (RASE), I give my strongest
support to the work of ARC and the position it has as an integral part of the SocietyÕs work and core
purpose. The RASE is pleased to be the lead partner in this unique collaboration with the Churches and
the Rank Foundation and we are totally committed to the objectives outlined in the ARCÕs statement of
purpose. Certainly, the activities over the last year make impressive reading and I congratulate all involved
for their valuable work and support.The story of the ARC is one of Christian service to the people and
communities of rural England and it is one with which the RASE is justifiably proud to be identified.

John Moverley, Chief Executive of the Royal Agricultural Society of England

There can be no higher mission than to spread the love of God and the message of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The Arthur Rank Centre has a vital role in connecting the rural church with rural people to see
that mission fulfilled in the countryside. The Tenant Farmers Association is delighted to be working
alongside the Arthur Rank Centre to improve the quality of life of those living in the rural communities.

George Dunne, Chief Executive of the Tenant Farmers Association

I am delighted to support the work of the ARC which is supremely placed to play an important role in
addressing rural issues. The ARC is well-known for challenging the churches of all denominations to play a
vital part in the development of rural communities.My hope is that the Centre will long continue to make
Christian people aware of the important issues of the day especially around the theme of the disadvantaged
and that it will further develop its current activities in challenging and influencing government rural policy.

Rev. Dr. Stuart Burgess, Chairman of the Countryside Agency and Rural Advocate

As Bishop of a large, predominantly rural, diocese and as Chairman of the Church of EnglandÕs
Rural Affairs Committee, I work very closely with the staff at the Arthur Rank Centre. I am deeply
grateful for the resources provided by the ARC. It is of great benefit to us to have the National
Rural Officer based at the ARC. The training offered and the projects and initiatives that are
developed are used and valued by a great many people, communities and churches.

Rt. Revd. Michael Langrish, Bishop of Exeter.
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